


The EJK Awards are given to picture books created in the tradition of EJK that: 
● Reflect the multicultural nature of our world.
● Avoid stereotypes.
● Highlight the universal qualities of childhood, and the strength of family and 

community.
● Are respectful of the child’s intelligence, sensitivity, curiosity, and love of learning.
● Have an original text and original story (no folktales or retelling of folktales).
● Unify illustrations and text.
● Display freshness and originality of language and literary expression.

Source: https://www.degrummond.org/ezra-jack-keats-book-award-guidelin



Award            Criteria
Childhood Family Diversity Words + Pictures Go 

Together

Excites your brain Hits your heart Makes you want to 
learn

Social & Personal 
Change

cat
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Childhood Family Diversity Words + 
pictures
go 
together

Excites your 
brain

Hits your heart Makes you 
want to learn

Social and 
Personal Change

What important 
ideas about 

being a kid do 
you see in this 

book?

In the words?
In the pictures?

How do you see 
yourself and 

your childhood 
in the book? 

What ideas 
about family 

and families do 
you see in this 

book?

How are 
families 

celebrated in 
this book?

Are there things 
that are the 

same or 
different from 
your family? 

How do you see 
or define 
diversity? 

Do you see  
what diversity 

means to you in 
this book?

How well do the 
words and the 

pictures go 
together in this 

book? 

Which pages 
do the best job 

of this?

When you read 
or listen to the 
book are you 
eager to see 

what happens 
on every page? 

Are you excited 
by what you are 

reading, 
listening to, or 

learning?

Does the book 
make you feel 
YES, ME TOO, 

NO WAY or 
WOW?

How did this 
book make you 

feel?  

Does it remind 
you of 

something 
special?

Does this book 
excite you to 

read or listen to 
more books 
about this 

topic? 

Does this book 
inspire you to 
find out more 

about a 
connected 

topic? 

Did the book 
help you learn 

more about 
your world, or 

community, the 
people around 

you, or 
yourself?
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Resources:
● Graphics

○ Childhood - Created by Adrien Coquet, Noun Project
○ Family - Created by Chunk Icons, Noun Project
○ Diversity - Kamin Ginkaew, Noun Project
○ Words/Pictures Go Together - Maria Karina Putri, Noun Project
○ Excites Your Brain - Muhammad Afiffudin, Noun Project
○ Hits Your Heart - Moon Studio, Noun Project
○ Social and Personal Change - Darwin Mulya, Noun Project

● Mock EJK Award Criteria from Friends School of Baltimore
● Mock EJK Toolkit, EJK Foundation
● List of EJK Winners | Visual List of EJK Winners
● Editable Canva link to EJK Award Image
● Link to Google Voting Form

This deck was created from the above resources by Gwen Blumberg, Lincoln School Librarian, Lincoln, MA

https://thenounproject.com/icon/play-4058481/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/family-734038/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/diversity-7321750/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/cat-7447471/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/brain-7368811/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/arrow-heart-4721019/
https://thenounproject.com/icon/human-resources-5398105/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/14ipfJYCOKQMihiDRdAeVGxhMARp7C4__159oyesPWi4/edit#slide=id.p
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hyXVNP8X2ItdMho_olHFrCAYqvuO7gxU/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.ejkf.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/2024-EJK-Award-Printable-List.pdf
https://www.ejkf.org/ejk-award-all-winners-and-honorees/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGbu1i0odw/Or1FXAf35eRl4qa6ghw89g/edit?utm_content=DAGbu1i0odw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScK_rOVui86_ghLPMDtk17P8xClvCSPQTdiuni1H8MAaUzUiA/viewform?usp=sharing
https://linktr.ee/gwenblumberg

